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A New Species of the Genus Euryopis (Araneae: Theridiidae) 

from Japan 
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Abstract — A new species of the spider family Theridiidae is described from Japan under the 
name, Euryopis nigra sp. nov. 
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The genus Euryopis Menge 1868 is separated from most genera of the family 
Theridiidae by presence of four seminal receptacles, and from the genus Dipoena by lack 
of radix, the attachment of median apophysis to tegulum, the triangular abdomen, and 
lacking setae that replace the colulus (Levi & Levi 1962). 

Up to the present, four species of the genus Euryopis have been recorded from 
Japan. One of them, E. flavomaculata (C. Koch 1836) recorded from Honshu 
(Yaginuma 1970), is a palaearctic species. Another one, E. taczanowskii Keyserling 
1886 recorded from the Ryukyus (Yoshida 1992), is a cosmotropical species. Remain¬ 
ing two species, E. iharai Yoshida 1992 and E. octomaculata (Paik 1995), are known 
only from Japan and from Korea and Japan, respectively (Yoshida 1992, 1997; Paik 
1995). Recently, I obtained some specimens of this genus collected from Hiroshima and 
Ehime Prefectures and the Ryukyus by Y. Ihara and H. Tanaka, which belong to a 
species not identical with the four known Japanese species. As a result of my examina¬ 
tion, the species is recognized as new to science. 

The holotype and allotype of the new species are deposited in the collection of the 
Department of Zoology, National Science Museum, Tokyo. The paratypes are pre¬ 
served in my private collection. 

Abbreviations used in this paper are as follows: ALE, anterior lateral eye(s); AME, 
anterior median eye(s); MOA, median ocular area; PLE, posterior lateral eye(s); PME, 
posterior median eye(s). 

I wish to express my sincere thanks to Mr. Yoh Ihara, Hiroshima, and Dr. Hozumi 
Tanaka, Osaka, for offering valuable specimens for the present study. 

Euryopis nigra sp. nov. 

(Figs. 1-5) 

Male (holotype). Total length 1.82 mm. Carapace length 0.74 mm; width 0.66 
mm. Abdomen length 1.18 mm; width 0.74 mm. First leg: femur 0.74 mm; patella and 
tibia 0.79 mm; metatarsus 0.47 mm; tarsus 0.37 mm. Second patella and tibia 0.74 mm; 
third patella and tibia 0.74 mm; fourth patella and tibia 0.89 mm. 

Carapace pear-shaped, with eye region elevating; clypeus concave. Diameter of 
PLE larger than the others (6: 5). AME their diameter apart and two-fifths from ALE. 
PME their diameter apart and from PLE. MOA, anterior width: posterior width: 
length = 7: 7: 6 in the ratio. Posterior eye row strongly recurved. Fourth legs the 
longest. Abdomen long triangular and flattened, covered with hairs. Colulus absent. 
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Palpal organ as shown in Figs. 2-3: conductor large with two pointed projections; 
cymbium with a large round protuberance on the prolateral margin. 

Coloration. Basal color black. Carapace dusky, marginally dark; eye region 
black; median part of head region paler. Palpus dusky. First, second and third legs: 




Figs. 1-5. Euryopis nigra sp. nov. (male holotype and female allotype)- 1, male 

carapace and abdomen, dorsal view; 2, male left palpus, ventral view; 3, same, prolatero- 
apical view; 4, epigynum, ventral view; 5, female internal genitalia, dorsal view. (Scales: 
0.1 mm). 
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ventral parts of coxae, trochanters and patellae pale. Fourth legs: coxae and trochanters 
yellowish white; basal one-third of femora and basal half of patellae yellowish white. 
Tarsi of legs distally paler. Abdomen with dorsal median yellowish brown flecks. 

Female (allotype). Total length 1.97 mm. Carapace length 0.79 mm; width 0.71 
mm. Abdomen length 1.32 mm; width 0.89 mm. First leg: femur 0.71 mm; patella and 
tibia 0.76 mm; metatarsus 0.45 mm; tarsus 0.32 mm. Second patella and tibia 0.71 mm; 
third patella and tibia 0.76 mm; fourth patella and tibia 0.95 mm. 

Diameters of AME: ALE: PME: PEE = 5: 6: 5: 6 in the ratio. AME six-fifths their 
diameter apart and two-fifths from ALE. PME their diameter apart and from PEE. 
MO A, anterior width: posterior width: length = 14: 15: 11 in the ratio. Genital organ as 
shown in Figs. 4-5: epigynum with large oval depression, opening situated near the 
anterior margin of depression; two pairs of seminal receptacles; ducts thick and short 
connecting to the opening. Abdomen without dorsal pale flecks. 

Other characters as same as in the male. 

One paratype from Amami-oshima Island has basal color almost pure black; pale 
part indistinct; yellowish white bands of legs small. 

Type series. Holotype: cT’, and allotype: Kawabuchi (Shingu Dam), Shingu- 

mura, Uma-gun, Ehime Prefecture, Japan, 2-VIII-1994, Y. Ihara leg. (NSMT-Ar 4520 
-4521). Paratypes: 1 Ogushi-kantaku, Osaki-cho, Hiroshima Prefecture, 17-VI-1993, 
Y. Ihara leg.; 1 Ura, Ryugo-cho, Amami-oshima Island, Kagoshima Prefecture, 
11-IX-1999, H. Tanaka leg. 

Distribution. Japan: Honshu (Hiroshima Prefecture), Shikoku (Ehime Prefecture) 
and the Ryukyus (Amami-oshima Island). 

Remarks. The present new species resembles Euryopis acuminata (Lucas 1846) 
(Zhu 1998, p. 36, fig. 16) but is distinguished from the latter by the large conductor of 
the male palpus with two projections. 

Etymology. The specific name is an adjective after the color of the body. 
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